
OFFICE OF THE

Vice President Operations and Finance

Date: 10/27/2022
To: Students’ Union Council
Re: Vice President Operations and Finance 2022/23 Report #13

Dear Council,

Hope you had a good week! Here is what my last two weeks have been like:

SAMU VPSL Meeting
Last week, Joannie and I met with Elaine Tran, the Vice-President Student Life of the Students’
Association of Macewan University! Our meeting surrounded the engagement between the UASU and
Augustana, as they also have Macewan students over at Ponoka campus. We talked about our regular
meetings and relationships with Augustana students, Augustana Students’ Association, and a little
about the fees they collect!

NSSA
Gurleen and I had a meeting with a couple of students and past Native Studies Students’ Association
Executives to go over the revitalization of this faculty association. They currently do not have any
members on their team at the moment, as they did not hold a general election last year to fill the
seats. Since Covid, the NSSA hasn’t really seen a large surgence in student involvement within their
faculty, so a lot of their institutional knowledge has been lost throughout the past couple of years.
Though I happened to be their Election Overseer of their by-election last September, thus I have a
pretty good understanding of their constitution and organization. I created a game plan to try and help
get the Faculty Association started up again!

SCFC
The Sustainability and Capital Fund Committee (SCFC) really took up the most of my time this week. We
had our second meeting this week, and I gave a presentation outlining what the Sustainability and
Capital Fund is, its history, and the role of the committee! The committee has a lot of work to
accomplish, and losing 4 months of productivity really needs us to have the most productive 8 months
ever in order to complete our to-do list as a committee. We hope to start adjudicating SCF Green Fund
applications at the next meeting, and also work on increasing the visibility of the SCF itself!

Meeting with our FNMI Specialist
Joannie and I met with Danni, our FNMI Specialist, to go over some of the projects we have left for this
year that we want to work on, and also figure out ways we can institutionalize some of them to ensure
continuity over future years. This includes the Residential School Memorial, and developing other
educational frameworks we can use to commemorate National Day of Truth and Reconciliation every
year.

United Way Committee
I was able to attend my first United Way Committee meeting. This committee supports the University of
Alberta United Way campaign and helps fundraise for their cause. United Way supports a network of
programs working to reduce poverty within our Edmonton  community.  One of the events coming up is
the Chillin’ for Charity event happening in Main Quad on Wednesday November 2nd. The whole
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Executive team alongside Chancellor Garrity will be jumping into a pool of ice water to help fundraise
for this great cause!

University Athletics Board Executive Council Meeting
Joannie and I met with Maddy Tupper, the President of the University Athletics Board Executive Council,
to go over the athletic perspective on some issues across campus and to also explore ways we can
collaborate with each other in our events and services! I can’t wait to help further develop the
relationship between the UASU and our Athletics!

Tuition Budget Advisory Committee
Abner and I both sit on the Tuition Budget Advisory Committee (TBAC), and we had our first meeting
this week. We asked a lot of questions regarding the current proposed tuition increases, which will be
coming to Council this meeting as a briefing! We will be talking about everything we know so far with
Council, so please be prepared to come with questions on Tuesday.

Academic All-Canadian Breakfast
Joannie, Abner, and I were invited to attend the Academic All-Canadian Breakfast on Wednesday! We
were able to see all of the Academic All-Canadians be commemorated for their academic achievements
alongside being part of a university sports team. Congratulations to all of the athletes!

MNIF Joint Advisory Committee
Joannie, Abner, and I are also part of the Mandatory Non-Instructional Fee (MNIF) Joint Oversight
Committee that we attended today. This committee is a way in which the University can get students'
voices heard firsthand regarding the MNIFs that we pay. We’re planning to have another meeting fairly
soon to discuss some proposed changes to the fees and continue forward with our work plan.

Other than that, the rest of the Execs and I went to Escape City over the weekend. Given it being the
first escape room some of us have tried, I was surprised to see that we got out with 5 minutes to spare!
Here’s a photo of us completing Frank’s Revenge!

We also figured out our Halloween costumes
as a team this year, and a TikTok will be
going out on Monday, so be on the lookout
for that! If you have any questions about this
report or just want to grab some coffee,
please don’t hesitate to reach out!

Best,

Julia Villoso
Vice President Operations and Finance
University of Alberta Students’ Union
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